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RECOGNIZING POLISH HERITAGE 
DAY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to recognize the fourth annual Pol-
ish Heritage Day in Michigan City, Indiana. In 
honor of this special occasion, a commemora-
tive event, the Polish Heritage Festival, will 
take place on Sunday, September 13, 2015, at 
the International Friendship Gardens in Michi-
gan City. 

During the inaugural festival in 2012, Michi-
gan City Mayor Ron Meer proclaimed the 15th 
of September as Polish Heritage Day to honor 
and recognize the contributions made by Pol-
ish-American members of the local commu-
nity. 

The Polish Heritage Festival commences 
with a Polish-English mass in the Symphony 
Garden. Festivities continue with a perform-
ance by Wesoly Lud, a Polish folk dance en-
semble, which includes regional costumes 
made in Poland. Each dance performance by 
the Chicago troupe incorporates ornate, cus-
tom aprons and headdresses for the ladies 
and embroidered vests and traditional hats for 
the men. The event also includes savory Pol-
ish food from Cavalier Inn of Hammond and 
Polish baked confectionaries from Bakers 
Dozen of South Bend. 

A special honor, the Polish Ambassador 
Award, is presented during the festival to be-
stow recognition and respect on a deserving 
individual who has acted as an influential pro-
moter of Polish heritage and culture. 

For the past three years, the Polish Heritage 
Festival has applied proceeds from the event 
to local scholarships and soup kitchens, and 
also for the restoration of the Polish Garden at 
the International Friendship Gardens. 

The Polish community has had an immense 
impact on life in Northwest Indiana, through its 
religious presence, as in the blessing of bas-
kets prior to the Easter holiday and day-long 
weddings culminating with polka music and 
large dinners. Traditional Polish cuisine hand-
ed down from generation to generation, includ-
ing pierogi, kielbasa, and paczki, is popular 
dining fare within the region due to the vast in-
fluence of Polish culture throughout Northwest 
Indiana. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the fourth annual Polish Heritage 
Day in Michigan City, Indiana. Members of the 
Polish community have played an important 
role in enhancing the quality of life and culture 
of Northwest Indiana, and for that, they are to 
be commended. 

HONORING RICH SCHLESIGER 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I submit this 
statement to honor the memory of Humboldt 
County Sheriff’s Office Corporal Rich 
Schlesiger, who passed away on September 
7, 2015. A native of Humboldt County, Cali-
fornia, Mr. Schlesiger began his law enforce-
ment career in the Siskiyou County Sheriff’s 
Office in 1991. He was hired by the Humboldt 
County Sheriff’s Office as a deputy sheriff in 
1995 and worked in the Hoopa area for a year 
before being reassigned to Main Station Patrol 
Operations in Eureka. 

Mr. Schlesiger served as bailiff for Humboldt 
County Superior Court beginning in 1999, and 
become a rotational detective in 2001. In 
2005, Mr. Schlesiger was promoted to perma-
nent investigator. Between 2005 and 2013 he 
investigated several high-profile homicide 
cases which resulted in successful prosecu-
tions. 

In 2013, Mr. Schlesiger accepted a position 
as Eel River deputy, working with the Bear 
River Band of Rhonerville Rancheria and the 
community of Loleta, and earned the respect 
and gratitude of many of the area’s citizens. 
He was promoted to the rank of sheriff’s cor-
poral in 2014. Through his career, Mr. 
Schlesiger also served with distinction as a 
SWAT team member. 

Mr. Schlesiger was forced to retire due to ill-
ness on December 30, 2014, and passed 
away less than a year afterward. His many 
contributions to law enforcement and public 
safety will be remembered for years to come. 
It is with deep respect that we mourn the 
passing of Mr. Rich Schlesiger and extend 
condolences to his family. His presence will be 
sorely missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DENCO AREA 
9–1–1 DISTRICT 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Denco Area 9–1–1 District as 
they celebrate their 25th Anniversary. Pre-
viously known as the Denton County Area 
Emergency Communication District, Denco 
was authorized by the Texas Legislature, es-
tablished in Denton County through local elec-
tion on August 25, 1987 with the strong sup-
port of county and local officials, and com-
menced operation on August 18, 1990. 

Denco established the first emergency re-
sponse telecommunications system with 9–1– 
1 service for Denton County. This vital organi-
zation has provided ground-breaking service 
for North Texas citizens by delivering efficient 

and effective response for those caught in 
emergency situations. They also have pro-
vided annual educational programs to 68,000+ 
school-aged children regarding the proper use 
of a 9–1–1 call. 

As a leader in emergency assistance, 
Denco is to be commended for their numerous 
accomplishments and enhancements to their 
infrastructure and service capability over the 
years. They were the first district in Texas to 
provide a 24/7 response program. 

I am honored to join Denco in celebrating 
this important milestone, a significant achieve-
ment in their history as well as an event to be 
noted and appreciated by the communities 
they serve. As a worthwhile organization com-
mitted to ensuring the safety of Denton County 
residents, I am proud to represent the Denco 
Area 9–1–1 District in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF AIR 
FORCE SENIOR AIRMAN JACQY 
RAMSEY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and thank Jacqy Ramsey, for his 
service to our nation in the United States Air 
Force. 

Jacqy enlisted in the Air Force in May 1966 
and reported for Basic Military Training (BMT) 
at Lackland AFB, TX. Following BMT, he com-
pleted Pneudraulic Repairman Course and 
was the Honor Graduate of Aircraft Pneu-
draulic Repair Tech School. In August 1966 
he reported to 36th Troop Carrier Squadron 
(TAC) at Langley Air Force Base, Virginia. 

Senior Airman Ramsey distinguished him-
self amongst his peers as a Pneudraulics Re-
pairman in the 36 TAC. On 13 February 1967, 
en route to Pope Air Force Base, North Caro-
lina, the C–130 on which Ramsey was a pas-
senger experienced landing gear failure when 
the left main landing gear failed to extend. All 
efforts by the flight and maintenance crews 
failed to extend the landing gear. He dis-
cerned the problem, left his seat, and went to 
the aid of the flight crew. Due to his experi-
ence and knowledge of the gear system, he 
skillfully released the emergency release han-
dle, lowered the landing gear, and locked it in 
place. His quick thinking and knowledge al-
lowed the aircraft to make a safe landing. 

His personal awards include the National 
Defense Service Medal, Air Force Outstanding 
Unit Award, and the Air Force Good Conduct 
Medal. After receiving an Honorable Discharge 
from the United States Air Force in May 1972, 
Senior Airman Ramsey went on to work for 
IBM for 30 years. 

A handyman and inventor, Senior Airman 
Ramsey built his own home, is skilled in con-
struction, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical 
work. He also designed and built from scratch 
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